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Abstract
Future and Emerging Technologies (FET) is the EU pathfinder programme in information technologies. Now the European
Commission raises its ambition to coordinate a Europe-wide research effort towards visionary technological targets. The endeavour
takes shape in the FET Flagship Initiatives.
FET Flagships are large-scale, science-driven and mission oriented initiatives that aim to achieve a visionary technological goal.
The scale of ambition is over 10 years of coordinated effort, and a budget of up to one billion Euro for each Flagship. They initiatives
are coordinated between national and EU programmes and present global dimensions to foster European leadership and excellence
in frontier research.
To prepare the launch of the FET Flagships, six Pilot Actions are funded for a 12-month period starting in May 2011. In the
second half of 2012 two of the Pilots will be selected and launched as full FET Flagship Initiatives in 2013.
The six FET Flagship Pilot Actions to be launched are:
• FuturICT - The FuturICT Knowledge Accelerator and Crisis-Relief System: Unleashing the Power of Information for a Sustainable
Future
• Graphene - Graphene Science and technology for ICT and beyond
• Guardian Angels - Guardian Angels for a Smarter Planet
• HBP - The Human Brain Project
• ITFoM - IT Future of Medicine: a revolution in healthcare
• RoboCom - Robot Companions for Citizens
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Supplementary material related to this article found, in the online version, at doi:10.1016/j.procs.2011.12.011.
Biography Neelie Kroes
From February 2010 Kroes has been a Vice President of the European Commission and is leading implementation of
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conference organizers and published by Elsevier B.V. Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.the Digital Agenda for Europe - the EU’s new comprehensive action plan to harness ICTs to drive growth and address
social challenges. Kroes will be mobilising industry, national governments, other stakeholders and her colleagues to
deliver on 31 pieces of legislation and 101 targets by the end of her term in 2015. At the top of the list is the EU’s
commitment to deliver ‘broadband for all’.
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Known for her pragmatic and straight-talking approach, Kroes has a formidable delivery record. She has also won
ans as an ongoing champion of open data and open standards.
Prior to her roles in Brussels, Kroes was President of Nyenrode University from 1991-2000, and served on the
oards of a string of major companies such as Lucent Technologies, Volvo, and P&O Nedlloyd.Kroes hails from the liberal VVD Party in the Netherlands, and served as a national minister of transport and
elecommunications in the 1970s and 1980s. Kroes has been a Knight of the Order of the Netherlands Lion since 1981
nd a Grand Officer of the Order of Orange-Nassau since 1989.
